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Examination of Project Activities in Japanese Childcare and Early Childhood Education Curriculum :
Using Historical Transitions and “Images of Children” as Clues

MBI 2 1
TONEGAWA, Akihiro

Abstract

In recent years, the practice of “project activities”, which has been attracting attention as a childcare

curriculum, is largely due to the attention on the childcare practice of Reggio Emilia. However, in the history of

childcare in Japan, project activities have been practiced for a long time. One is based on the prewar “induction

childcare plan” and the other is based on the “core activities” before and after the war. These practices, called

“project activities,” differ in the historical background in which they were undertaken. We examined the

materials with the aim of confirming the commonalities and differences of these practices and gaining

suggestions for their practice. As a result, it was confirmed that post-war projects aimed at “problem solving”

and differed from project activities that focused on “exploration”, which has been attracting attention in recent

years. We also discussed the positioning of the two.
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