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On the Collaborative Works of NAKADA, Yoshinao and KOBAY ASHI, Jun'ichi on the Segment
“RIZUMU-ASOBI : ASOBIMASHO” of NHK Radio Program “YOJI-NO-JIKAN”
: An Analysis of Broadcast Scripts
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Abstract

During their three-year collaboration on “ASOBIMASHO”, Nakada and Kobayashi created 50 new children’s
songs together. At the beginning and end of the series, new works were vigorously produced. In the interim
period, there were fewer opportunities to present new works, but there were frequent re-performances of the
collaborations that had previously been broadcast. An examination of the contents of their self-selection book
published later reveals that the frequency of re-performances in the program did not necessarily coincide with
their self-evaluation of their collaborations. Many of the works in “ASOBIMASHQ” are rarely sung today.
However, the musical and cultural value of the works should be reconsidered with careful analysis in the future.

Based on the broadcast scripts, I examined the content of “Ahiru no Gyoretsu” and “Okina Taiko,” and found
that both have onomatopoeia at the center of the lyrics, and that they are simple Rhythm Plays based on the
actions evoked from the lyrics. In the case of “Okina Taiko,” there were as many as five variations of the song in
a single broadcast. Kobayashi's creative stance of inviting children to Rhythm Play based on onomatopoeia
seems to have been one of his optimal solutions to the limitations of “radio broadcasting,” in which the auditory
sense is the only source of information.
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