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A Study of Sozo Kurahashi’s Concept of “Dan-wa”:
Focusing on “Lecture Notes for Childcare Methods”

Mob BT
NANYO, Yoshiko

Abstract

This study aims to examine one of Sozo Kurahashi’s arguments about content related to childcare, or “Dan-wa”, by focusing

on a lecture record of Kurahashi performed at the Tokyo Women’s Higher Normal School Childcare Training Department in

1934-1935. As a result, Kurahashi stated that there are two aspects for “Dan-wa”: “Conversation” and “Storytelling”. In

Conversation, Kurahashi noticed that becoming a good listener and sympathizing with a child are important roles for a kindergarten

teacher. Further, it was emphasized that to enjoy familiarity by communicating with each other is more important than correcting

the contents or the words in children’s speech. Concerning Storytelling, narrating “a story” to children includes two different

activities, which are expression and imagination, and it was also stressed that the activity of Storytelling has to attempt to

connect with a child’s inner consciousness. This study clarified that this argument made by Kurahashi has succeeded in being

included within the scope of “Language” in the current kindergarten curriculum guidelines.
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