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Frank McCourt and James Joyce: Between Literature and Education

b BT
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Abstract

As Mark Karr has suggested, Frank McCourt’s voice can be compared with James Joyce’s. There are many similarities between

the two authors. It could enhance the study of literature if we examine the value of the works of both authors. We can recognize the

relationship between literature and education, between writing records and writing artistic works, and between teaching language

and writing books.

In this paper McCourt’s trilogy is carefully read and it is pointed out that he has certain critical views, for example, against the

system of the country which leads young boys to war, while he maintains his calm, humorous awkwardness toward his bosses, stu-

dents and himself.

McCourt’s Teacher Man can be traced back to James Joyce’s Episode 2 of Ulysses, where Joyce’s arts are found to describe the

narrator’s detachment toward his students. The reasons and the significance of Joyce’s handling of anything British and historical

are noticed and scrutinized.

As we investigate and compare the two writers, we can conclude that James Joyce’s stance, ambition and artifices flow into Frank

McCourt’s bold though shy, a little experimental thick memoirs. Although there are several differences between the two writers such

as their directions of writing as well as their intentions, it should also be noted that they share many similar aspects.
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I tell her he’s a bright boy with a lively imagination.
She says, Yeah, that’s fine for you, having a bright boy
in class, but what about his future? She’s worried he’ll
drift into the army and wind up in Vietnam, where
he’ll stand out with his mop of red hair and be a
moving target for the gooks. I tell her I didn’t think
they’d take him in the army, and she looks offended.
She says, What do you mean? He’s as good as any kid
in this school. ... (97)
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OO EG 25, BRAIZIE, TOHFRTE RV,

WH S TR TV e DT, Wk, 59L&,
T A R R S OS] L 12, Cif anyone

ever gives me trouble he’ll take care of them because he has
ways of dealing with people who bother teachers’ (99) & i
JE9o

COWRERT, o4 2 [5EE] 12 [/FT) 23569
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ANHDBN726, BAOPMHFEICR-TRL, E7rT 4 vid
BIDTHbD, LHL. TORD [HH] 25 BhLA,
TAB=Z—%ELHLTCWE.[RA7-bER LTS A4
DA F 2B >TWE056] EWHIHHTH S,
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VTTA Y EVIFHEDE L AMFENPATLHEIAT
H5b

W, AR, ER S, ) EEhs Al~D, 3&
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WKhbIEPELEOLNL, BEXHoTD, LBAEHLITIE
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Guidance counselor says Kevin is going on nineteen
and should be graduating this year but after being kept
back two years there is no chance he’ll ever wear cap

and gown. No chance at all. The school is playing a
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waiting game, hoping he’ll drop out, join the army or
something. They’ll take anyone in the army these days,
the lame, the halt, the blind, the Kevins of the
world. .... (95)

MR R IR 2 & 5 TV B AL sk
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G, [HpEEFRE] (Y bF2agFdby o ok
MYz b a0, bk, Ve E LR &g R RE
W ENT W2, TAYAEY = b FaodtiEFHlk
VDL L V) RFEHHSTHELZEL, RWEAIC
blzo TREBICEKEEREZEDAATHDS) I
Frifiohs, L FSIIRKKEOZ LXK ©
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McCourt, you should write a book.” (257) % %2\} 72 ‘T'll try.”
(258) WA LIXBTHDTHDBH) XhRE
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Bk, MicTrEdba2BELTRAVWTELDRMENWS
o7z CHEBRRTVWS, 2F ), vI— M T
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o [HfE /)] 2712 (88 LTwbahsic
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WolZ9, Ao k5, [RELB] o [Too—
7] T FEFIRZ ) FE TV S,

I could lay blame. The miserable childhood doesn’t
simply happen. It is brought about. There are dark
forces. If I am to lay blame it is in a spirit of
forgiveness. Therefore, I forgive the following: Pope
Pius XII; the English in general and King George VI
in particular .... (1-2)
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Sargent who alone had lingered came forward
slowly, showing an open copybook. His thick hair and
scraggy neck gave witness of unreadiness and through
his misty glasses weak eyes looked up pleading. On
his cheek, dull and bloodless, a soft stain of ink lay,

dateshaped, recent and damp as a snail’s bed.
Stephen touched the edges of the book. Futility.

Ugly and futile: lean neck and thick hair and a stain
of ink, a snail’s bed. Yet someone had loved him,
borne him in her arms and in her heart. But for her the
race of the world would have trampled him underfoot,
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