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Support by Childcare Workers for Children’s Independence
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Abstract

In a childcare facility, such as a kindergarten or nursery school, the support provided by childcare workers is essential to

the development of children’s independence. Therefore, the purpose of this study is two-fold: (1) to reveal the types of support

provided by childcare workers that contribute to children’s independence during infancy and early childhood; and (2) to determine

the links between childcare workers’ intentions and the support provided. The results indicate that “physical entrainment” and

“empathic involvement” can be found in the support provided by childcare workers. These aspects are assumed to be the result

of humans’ resonance tendencies and their focus on children’s gazes and actions, which is intentionally carried out in order to

understand them. Moreover, while childcare workers’ intentions are clear when supporting children, they also have the ability

to interpret children’s interests, concerns, and desires, which can be used to prioritize their needs.
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